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Let me start by reminding that from Toulon (The &geof the Candidate
SARKOZY of February 2, 2009) to Tanger (the Spe#th time of the
President SARKOZY on October 25, 2007] to the Rolméateral Italian
Spanish French Summit meeting of December 200fadly the European
Council of March 13-14, 2008, the French idea & tlew Mediterranean
Club has been enlarged and Europeanized. Thouwgdsitleveloped out of a
critique to the Barcelona process, and as an aligento it and later as
complimentary to this process, it ended up, thaokbe European insistence
and opposition to the French original idea, integgta into Barcelona, as
Barcelona 2 or Barcelona renewed or perhaps Baraedecond generation
going via the transitional phase of carrying th@afnes in one before ending
up finally with dropping Barcelona from the titlegnaling symbolically the
newness of the UFM, after choosing the nice Mediteran city as the
headquarters of the new or renewed and enlargedbetter focused project
to carry the name of the UFM.

Allow me to suggedtive ideas for discussion and to make five propositions
about this Project of projects:

First: the arithmetic’s of the multilateral transmed#nnean
relations reflect the very great interest for cagpion emanating from the
two shores of the Mediterranean sea; the forglds 5, the 5 plus 5, the
Euro Arab dialogue, the Mediterranean forum, thecBlana process, the
European neighborhood policy and finally the UFM all good examples
of this keen interest with changing agendas. Neeérss the means invested
were never up to the declared goals and objectives.also worth noting
that in many instances we witnessed different agenthan the ones
officially declared for the cooperation, we witnedsthe prevalence
sometimes of security and mercantilist logic asasgol to a dependency
logic. Perhaps a little comment that | have heaydatf on the launching of
the Barcelona process could be very indicativinefstate of mind of many
of the architects of that process. An eminent egilee of mine from
Brussels, who took off his official hat, put it tee this way; we wanted to
export part of the solution in order to avoid imjgoy the whole problem.



Second: we must avoid, on the two shores of the Meditegan, to put the
bar very high in terms of defining unreachable otiyes .This could lead to
frustration and often to a feeling of fatigue arfddoopping what could be
achieved when we stick to what is not achievabtpually important, now
that we are at the beginning of a renewed proass®, avoid the trap of
mixing up wishes with reality. Speaking of a Mediémean identity in the
socio-historical meaning is more of a utopia thaality, as described by
Jacques ATTALI. However we must fix as an objextilie creation or the
forging of a Mediterranean identity in a functionedy, in other words the
construction of a community of interests based laresd common political
values. Let us admit it, we are still far apartnfréhat important goal that
could act as a cementing force for the UFM on aaredrand a driving power
behind its goals on the other hand.

Third: while enlarged Europe is still torn apart betwdsast and South,
always tilting in favor of the East as being pdrgeocultural Europe to be
recuperated entirely into the EU, and to “savdtatn falling into a Russian

zone of influence. It is quite indicative to obserthat immediately and
parallel to the launching of the new Med-Procesth [8Bweden and Poland
called for the creation of a new structure of coapen bringing together
the EU and East European countries namely the Bal&antries, an Eastern
Partnership, a structure to be shaped almost #iterUFM model. The

European inner political dynamics, A Europe of miatstates, explains that
duality or competition. Thus if the European Med#de@ean countries look
south, the Central European countries would loadt,e@ach group to its
immediate neighborhood. However a basic differemceains between the
two projects; the finality of the southern one mdaremains deepened
partnership, the finality of the eastern one is tmership. On the opposite
shore of the Mediterranean the Middle East has badergoing tremendous
changes at different levels: the configuration afwpr, the dominant

ideology, the nature of influential actors, the @gpof conflicts. We are
witnessing the emergence of a disordered regiordéro This emerging

fluid Order presents a set of major challengesumfe but it also offers a
set of new opportunities for Europe to rethink itdationship with a

dynamic and chaotic region.

Fourth: geography, history, sociology, and economics hawsributed to

the creation of a transmediterranean society, wimdhrn witnesses on one
hand and contributes on the other hand to the naeydependencies that
were established at the societal level betweentwioe shores — basically



between the Maghreb and Europe. The issues of da¢éh Snamely of the
Arab world, have become thanks to this transmeditexan transmission
belt, domestic European issues. What | descriltbeaslialectics of the two
suburbs is being strengthened every day. On theosmiep shore the
relationships of the European cities to their shburnot only in the
geographic but also in the socio economic meandw,carry certain
repercussions on the relations of Europe with th&abAworld. This

transmediterranean specificity is a mixed blesslihgould be a source of
friction as well as it could provide a great poiaintfor solidarity and

cooperation across the Mediterranean.

Fifth: many faults lines exist between the shores ofMiegliterranean; a
demographic fault line with a large expansion ia #outh now controlled
but producing lot of pressure on the job market,eaonomic fault line
whereas 80 percent of the GDP of the Mediterrampeamtour belongs to
three countries of the northern shore: France,rSaad Italy. These factors
coupled with political and security ones in certi@istances produce a strong
migration pressure. Though it was reduced as etmgnfiom the southern
shores the Maghreb, the latter has become a pbpassage, a transit road
for sub-Saharan African migration. The absence ofealible south-south
integration Project as it is observed particularlythe Maghreb because
horizontal economic integration is often hostageptditical factors; the
settlement of political conflicts remains a prernsda — a necessary but not
sufficient condition, for successful horizontal agtation that allows to
lessen the dependency on the northern markets @idtiss. A political
fault line does exist also in the form of a demdoda more active and
dynamic European political role namely in settlergses and conflicts. To
the great frustration of the southern countriesiofe is often absent or
marginal or assuming a nominal non influential rberause Europe does
not speak with one voice on certain issues or @olept positions short of
the expectations of the south on other key legitmasues to the same
south; The absence of a comprehensive and cripodtical dialogue
between the 2 shores nourishes and maintains wegagrceptions of the
other; a cultural fault line does exist also wikte tidentity revolution and
awakening and the strong return of the culturalh® world of politics; a
return of the identity based politics often leaditmgrupture and lack of
dialogue and the emergence of phobias and of stipliiscourse leading
often to generalizations and to the demonizatiornthef other. A major
problem currently lies in the tendency to give dentity based or derived
explanation to a socio economic or politically ps&&d behaviour or actions



thus people became locked into their identity, Eatked through the prism
of identity thus deepening the fault line and iasiag tensions and conflicts
among different societies with different culturereligion. The phenomena
of economic exclusion and social marginalizatioml #me behaviour they
could provoke are given identity interpretation asbsociated with one’s
belief and culture; Seeing the world through thasés of culture and
religion and acting accordingly is thenaladie du siecle A dialogue of
deaf, of arrogance and ignorance takes over in rédlations between
different societies via a simplistic and dangerogsc.

Five suggestions, | wish to make almost a year after the Paris Siirand
almost six months after the Marseilles ministenmdeting that ushered the
take off phase now that the Process is stuck &i#&a and because of Gaza,
and drawing particularly on the lessons of the Blana process:

Firgt, it is important to develop a better focalisatmnthe projects of
cooperation and partnership focusing on projectschwlare of regional
nature or projects that encourage and facilitateinmest in regional
integration, mainly south-south integration. Piywrimust be given to
projects that act as a lever or locomotive for dmwment projects in
strategic sectors.

It is important also to focus on projects that siise and help forging
transmediterranean solidarities

Second, to adopt a flexible approach that helps avoidivgyriers and

difficulties through the logic of cooperation at itqale speeds. An approach
based on the principle of thg€ometrie variablemust prevail to avoid the
problems and the stalemate emanating down the roach the complex

realities of the political context and/or to manageccessfully the

sensitivities of some participants at one pointhaf process. It is equally
important to clarify and define the relationshiptvibeen the different

structures of cooperation in the Mediterranean rha&ir instance the

relationship between the UFM and the European ypalicneighbourhood

which is based on rebilateralisation of cooperaisrwell as the principle of
positive conditionality with the EU. It is of utmosnportance to do a good
division of labour among these different structures

Third, it is necessary to democratise the cooperatidh Abthe decision-
making level and the functioning one, to invite tBeuth, and that is a
challenge to the South, to present initiatives ale@s that could turn into
projects for implementation as well as guiding gek being the fruit of



consultation with the Northern partners who toccofirse are supposed to
present ideas and initiatives. What must be avoigedhe policy of
presenting projects, which reflect the simple bedanf power between the
two shores of the Mediterranean. A more balancgdideate cooperation
cannot be but the fruit of that process of duatiative taking and
consultation. Partnership does not happen onlyhatdfficial or formal
ceremonial level but at the level of the formulatmf projects and of setting
up priorities. We must do projects with the othad anot projects for the
other; that should be the philosophy of the UFM.

On the other hand, human dimension was always #akwimension in the
Barcelona process, it is this dimension that gikgtimacy and driving
force to the cooperation. Indeed the human fagdhe ultimate objective
and the finality of this cooperation. Inclusivenessst be the cornerstone of
active partnership and cooperation, bringing inldrgest possible number
of civil society actors to encourage what we cdle tcooperation of
proximity again in the formulation of projects apdorities as well in the
implementation and follow up phases. This couldagcle the much needed
sensibilisation of the public to the UFM goals. Tioeeation of a
Mediterranean ERASMUS is a good example of the ptan of the human
dimension; a project that gives visibility but pemtarly credibility to the
UFM.

Fourth, it is equally important to maintain a global apgeh to the “project
of projects” an approach that is based on maimgiralways a political
drive, or a political impetus to the UFM. Indeeeé thison d’étreof the new
Construction is political. We cannot give a pohfiempetus to this Project
while trying to avoid politics at the same timedwmal with ita la carte In
this context it is important and necessary thatUié/ does not become
hostage to the ‘hard conflicts’ particularly to tharab Israeli conflict; it is
Impossible to make abstractions of these confpetsicularly of the Arab
Israeli one, which is to a great extent structutimg geopolitical context of
the Middle east Mediterranean region. The politicalima and the regional
explosive tense context after the war on Gaza geothie best example of
the weight this conflict could have on the UFM Rasg rendering it almost
entirely paralyzed. | like always to call the atien to the fact that without
Madrid and after without Oslo we would not haveemeable to have
Barcelona. Thus Europe is urged to engage firmty dearly in the search
for a comprehensive settlement to this Conflice #tey elements of this
settlement being known by now. It's equally impattéhat Europe plays a



more forceful role in the management and stabibradf regional crises and
conflicts. Europe can assume the role of initiatGacilitator of the
negotiations to be, of accompanist, but also ofi@antor of the finality of
the reached settlement. It is always worth remigdirat cooperation does
not create peace out of identity based conflictscanflicts of national
liberation nature. Cooperation cannot substituteaffust settlement of these
conflicts as some tend to preach all the time dedpe lessons of history.
Indeed cooperation gives a legitimate content ceewhich in turn opens
highways as well as large horizons for cooperation.

Fifth, it is important to create a forum for reflectimnthink continuously, or
to revisit always the philosophy of this Grand Bobj to review its main
orientations and axes and to reevaluate alwayguitstioning. | would
consider the creation or the setting up of a qpadtiie forum bringing
together officials, intellectuals, representatieéshe private sector and of
the civil society. There is the need to createdition of an open, inclusive
representative and flexible or informal dialoguee \Weed to conceive an
open Mediterranean regionalism in a world that scdming more
interdependent and more complex every day. It gossible in this world
particularly the Mediterranean world to compartnadime and slice major
regional issues and problems, which are highly rastenected and
interpenetrated in their evolution. Finally one d&éo remember that if the
EU is Mediterranean by its interests and its camgeby its present and its
future, the Arab world is equally Mediterranean floe same reasons. Thus
we must develop and strengthen the perspectiven Giciive, gradual and
flexible participation of non Mediterranean Aratkuatries in the UFM with
the aim of having them at one stage joining fthig UFM.



